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Fundamentals 
of 

Porcelain Veneer Preparation

“Mastering   the  cornerstone
of  aesthetic   dentistry”

Begin  with  a  wax-‐‑up   or  intra-‐‑oral  mock-‐‑up
based  on  

smile   design  principles

Ceramist’s goal with wax-up is to 

achieve optimal aesthetics and function

They should not over wax!

The use of the Wax-up 
and Preparation guides
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Dark Prep

0.3 mm for conservative cases

Gingival

Middle

Incisal
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0.3 mm for conservative cases

Gingival

Middle

Incisal

Incisal reduction

At  least   1.5  mm



9

Most teeth Dark teeth
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Supragingival (Suprasulcular) margin

Interproximal 
Elbows

Follow contour of papilla into proximal zone

Interproximal contact

Margin “elbows” in below

contact

Only break contacts if…
vClass  III  existing   restorations   or  
decay

vChanging   mesial-‐‑distal  width   of  
tooth

vMoving   proximal  surface
vContact   in   too  thin   to  be   replicated  
in  dental   stone
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This becomes a concave surface 
and presents a dark shadowMargin is placed lingually

Slice preparation

Lingual Margin

60-‐‑80  degree  angle

Long  bevel
Long bevel

Canine Lingual Margin Placement
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Option  1:  Long  bevel

Option  2:  
Chamfer  

margin  placed  
below  contact

Canine

Ensure adequate 
clearance in centric

Premolar Preparation

Step prep Step prep only if no 
increase in cusp tip 

length

Premolar Preparation

Step prep Step prep only if no 
increase in cusp tip 

length

Wrap-over prep if cusp 
tip length increase

KR
Diamond
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End  cutting  
Diamond

End  cutting  
Diamond
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3M Sof-Lex Discs

Final Preparation Evaluation
vMargins

vPresence
vLocation
vInterproximal
vSki  jumps

vOcclusal  clearance

Final Preparation Evaluation
vInclination  and  angulation
vReproducibility
vLimiting  factor

Take impressions 
and all records


